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Mission Statement

The School of Criminal Justice (SCJ) at Hawthorne High School strives to provide students with the experience, skills, and knowledge necessary to pursue a career and/or further education in the field of criminal justice.

Academic Expectations

All of the following will be used to monitor student academic progress, identify areas of need for academic improvement, and as part of a comprehensive program to determine the student’s eligibility to continue to be a part of the School of Criminal Justice.

Grades

Students are expected to pass all of their classes with a C or above and to maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA. Students are expected to seek help when they are struggling to pass any class. This includes but is not limited to attending subject-specific tutoring for courses in which a student is struggling.
Grade Checks

SCJ students will turn in a completed grade check every three weeks. Grade checks will include academic grades and behavior for all classes, as well as completion of three 30 minute sessions of tutoring. They will be signed by parents and all teachers, and completed grade checks will be collected as a homework assignment for one of the classes.  This tool will be used to monitor ongoing behavior and academic progress. 

Study Hall

Students will complete 30 minutes of tutoring/study hall every week with any teacher on campus. This time is intended for students to get help from teachers, study, do homework and complete projects. Students may study alone or in groups, but they must be working on academic assignments during this time. Students will obtain a signature from the teacher overseeing the tutoring/study hall on their grade check. 

Homework

Students will complete and turn in all of their assigned homework on time. Late work will not be accepted. In the event of an excused absence, students must get make-up work from their teachers immediately upon return to school, and have no more than the number of days missed to complete and turn in the work. 

At least two or three hours should be spent each day at home to complete assignments, reading, or other projects. Students will use a weekly planner to keep track of homework assignments. Homework will be assigned in each class at different times during the week.  It is suggested that each student should have a designated, quiet, well-lit area at home to do homework.

Academic Materials

Students are required to bring all necessary materials to class.  This includes a student planner, USB drive, a binder, textbooks, notebooks, pens and pencils, paper, a highlighter and any other materials required by the classroom teacher
4-Year Plan

Students will create a 4-year plan for high school course work and goals. It will be monitored at least each semester in the student’s, and adjustments will be made as necessary. This tool will be used to monitor the student’s progress toward their goals and earning a high school diploma.

Behavioral Expectations

All of the following will monitored as evidence of student behavior, both in and out of the classroom setting as part of a comprehensive program to determine the student’s eligibility to continue to be a part of the School of Criminal Justice.
Attendance

Students are expected to come to school every day and attend all of their classes. SCJ students are expected to have no unexcused absences. In the event that the student must be absent from school due to serious illness or family emergency, it is expected that:

1. The parent will call the attendance office at 310-263-4430 before the start of the school day to inform them of the student’s absence.

2. Immediately upon return to school, the student will turn in a note from the parent to the attendance office explaining the reason for the absence.

3. The student will contact all of their teachers on or before the date of return to school to arrange make-up work.

Students are also expected to attend all SCJ events that they sign up for or are required to attend. This includes but is not limited to field trips, speakers, community service, and presentations. These events may take place during or outside of the school day and/or on or off campus. Should a student have an emergency that prevents them from attending one of these events, they must contact Ms. Mejia as soon as possible: 310-263-4512. Failure to show for SCJ events will be reflected in the student’s portfolio and taken into consideration when assessing the student’s eligibility to remain in the academy.

Tardies

Students are expected to be on time to all classes, meetings, and SCJ events. SCJ students are expected to have no unexcused tardies. 

Academic Integrity

SCJ students are expected to exercise the highest academic integrity at all times. SCJ students will not copy, plagiarize or cheat. 

General Behavior

SCJ students are expected to behave in a mature and professional manner at all times, both on and off campus. SCJ students are expected to respect and adhere to the rules and expectations of the Hawthorne High School campus, as well as those of each of their teachers and of any place off campus that they may visit. SCJ students are expected to work out conflicts in a calm and respectful manner, seeking the help of an adult outside of the situation if they do not feel that the situation can be handled in such a manner. Therefore, SCJ students are not ever expected to receive any referrals, suspensions, or other disciplinary actions. 

Field Learning

There will be several opportunities for students to take part in supplemental field learning throughout the year in which students will engage in valuable educational experiences beyond what can be offered in the classroom. These experiences may take place off campus and/or outside of school hours. 

During field learning, students will be expected to conduct themselves in a mature and professional manner, and to complete a field learning assignment and portfolio summary. Students will also be expected to wear a SCJ uniform on all field trips. If a student fails to wear their uniform, they may be excluded from the field trip. 

In order to participate in a field trip, students must obtain approval and make-up work from all of their teachers PRIOR TO the date of the field trip.

If a student fails to show up for a scheduled field trip without giving notice to Ms. Mejia at 310-263-4512 in advance, the student may be asked to pay for the cost of the field trip and will be excluded from all field trips for at least one semester.

Community Service

SCJ students will complete at least 10 hours of community service per semester their first year (total of 20 hours), 15 hours the second year (total of 30 hours a year), 20 hours a semester each subsequent year (a total of 40 hours. Completion of community service will be required to be an active member in the SCJ and will be part of the SCJ elective class.  Students will also complete a summary of their community service.

· A list of recommended community service organizations will be provided to students, however students are also expected to seek out opportunities for community service that will help improve the community or in the criminal justice field. Tutoring other students and helping teachers or staff at school will not count as community service hours. 
Portfolios and Student Review

Every SCJ student will keep a portfolio that is designed to showcase student achievement, behavior, and academy involvement. The portfolio will be used as a comprehensive tool that will be reviewed quarterly to help determine the student’s eligibility to continue to be a student in the School of Criminal Justice.
First and third quarter reviews will be used to assess a student’s progress at mid-semester. Students that are failing to meet any of the expectations set forth in the SCJ Student Handbook may be placed on probation, with the opportunity to improve prior to the end of semester review. If, upon end of semester review, the student has not improved with respect to meeting academy expectations, the student may be recommended for removal from the academy (see student drop policy for details). Failure to meet academy expectations may result in removal from the program.

The portfolio will include

· Academic Summary: Grades and Credits

· 4-Year Plan progress

· Behavioral Summary: including Referrals and Attendance

· Speaker Summaries

· Field Trip Summaries

· Community Service Summary

· Exemplary Work Samples from each class

· Mentorship and Internship Summaries

Field Experience

Mentorship

During the sophomore-senior year, SCJ students will be asked to apply to an Explorers program. Students will have the option of joining several different branches such as Los Angeles Sherriff Explorers, Hawthorne Police Explorers or Los Angeles Fire Department Explorer Programs. If students are interested in other explorers programs they must make sure that they talk with the coordinator about their placement. These programs have GPA and behavioral expectations that students are expected to meet. 
Internship

For seniors interested in law, they will complete an internship in a law office that will give them valuable hands-on experience in the field.

Other Student Expectations

Students are expected to follow all rules, expectations, and policies of Hawthorne High School and of Centinela Valley Union High School District. 

Parent Expectations

Meetings

The SCJ will hold meetings once –twice per semester. Both the parent(s) and the student are expected to attend these meetings. Please consult the academy calendar for dates.

Volunteer Hours

Parents are expected to volunteer at least two hours per semester of their time supporting the SCJ. Parent Volunteer opportunities may include setting up, cleaning up, and supervising SCJ events, and chaperoning field trips, among other activities. 

Student Support

Parents are expected to support their child in their efforts to be a successful SCJ student. This includes maintaining awareness of student academic and behavioral status at school by checking grades and attendance, and keeping in contact with teachers. Parents are also expected to provide a quiet place and time for students to study at home. Parents are expected to contact teachers if they have any concerns with regard to their child’s success and scholastic well-being.

Attendance and Timeliness

Success in school is dependent upon student attendance. Parents are expected to make sure that their child comes to school on time every day. In the event of a serious illness or family emergency, parents are expected to follow the procedure outlined in the Behavioral Expectations: Absences section of this handbook. 

Fundraising

All SCJ students are expected to participate in academy fundraisers. The money raised is used for field trips, student supplies, prizes and treats. Every student is expected to raise a minimum of $45 through the SCJ sponsored fundraisers every year.
Possible Consequences of Failing to Meet SCJ Expectations

It is the goal of the SCJ to help students be successful in meeting the expectations outlined in this handbook. The consequences for failing to meet expectations may vary, and are designed to help students be aware of and correct the problem. Failing to meet SCJ expectations may result in any of the following:

· Detention at lunch or after school

· Referral

· Parent phone call

· Parent/Student/Teacher conference

· Student Contract

· Ineligibility to participate in SCJ activities

· SCJ Probation

· Removal from the academy

SCJ Probation

If it is determined that a student is not meeting the expectations of the SCJ, that student may be placed on probation. A student is placed on probation when there is evidence of failure to meet any SCJ expectations, and prior corrective measures have been unsuccessful. 

Upon placement on probation, a Parent/Student/Teacher meeting will be held and a Student Success Plan will be made. The plan will be reviewed at least one time during probation to determine student progress, and to make corrections and changes as necessary. 

Probation will typically last one semester. At the end of probation the Student Success Plan and the student’s portfolio will be reviewed to determine whether the student will continue to be a part of the SCJ, or if the student will be removed from the program. 

Student Drop Policy

The SCJ works diligently to engage and support our students. While we hope that all of our students will remain with the SCJ throughout their high school years, in certain cases a student may be dropped from the program:

· If a parent would like to remove their child from the SCJ, the parent must schedule a meeting with a school counselor, SCJ coordinator, and the student to discuss reasons for the decision and possible consequences of leaving the program.

· If a student fails to meet any of the academy expectations laid out in the SCJ Parent Student Handbook, the student will be placed on probation. Should the student fail to improve upon meeting academy expectations within the period of time specified in the Student Success Plan, the student may be removed from the program and parents will be notified. 

· The SCJ reserves the right to remove a student from the academy without prior placement on probation if the staff unanimously agrees that the student would have better academic success outside of the academy.
4-Year Course Outline

The following is a recommended 4-year course plan for SCJ students. Actual 4-year plans may vary according to student needs and goals*. Students should work closely with their counselor to determine their personal 4-year plan.

FRESHMAN YEAR (9th grade)
English 9 A/B

Algebra 1 A/B (or Geometry)

Earth Science A/B

Foreign Language A/B

Physical Education A/B

Foundations of Criminal Science A/B
JUNIOR YEAR (11th grade)
English 11 A/B (or AP English Language)

Algebra 2 A/B (or Pre-Calculus)

Criminal Psychology and Sociology 
Chemistry A/B

US History A/B (or AP US History)

Practical/Fine Arts A/B (or Foreign Language)

SOPHOMORE YEAR (10th grade)
English 10 A/B

World History A/B (or AP European History)

Geometry A/B (or Algebra 2)

Biology A/B

Forensic Science A/B

Physical Education A/B

SENIOR YEAR (12th grade)
English 12 A/B (or AP English Literature)

Pre-Calculus A/B (or Calculus)

Anatomy & Physiology A/B or Physics A/B
Practical/Fine Arts

Government (1 semester)

Economics (1 semester)

*Students wishing to complete the A-G requirements for admission to UC schools will need to substitute either their 4th year math class or one of their 4th year science classes with a second year of foreign language and will want to carefully evaluate their 4-year plan to assure that they complete all of the requirements on the A-G list.
SCJ CONTACTS
2010/2011 School of Criminal Justice Coordinator

Angelica Mejia 
Science Teacher
Room: 16-4
Email: mejiaa@centinela.k12.ca.us
Phone: 310-263-4512
2010/2011 School of Criminal Justice Academy Leadership Team 
	Jennifer Garcia 

Social Studies Teacher 

Room: 20-6
Email: garciaj@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400
	Tiffany Johnson 

Physical Education Teacher 

Room: Locker Room
Email: johnsont@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400
	Jillian Sargeant 

English Teacher

Room: 19-3
Email: sargentj@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400

	David Yang 

Math Teacher

Room: 22-6
Email: yangd@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400
	
	


2010/2011 SCJ Supporting Teachers

	Rachel Boyd 

Science Teacher 

Room: 18-5

Email: boydr@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400

	Joseph Kanach  

Science Teacher 

Room: 18-1

Email: kanachj@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400
	James Swain 

Social Studies Teacher 

Room: 8-1

Email: swainj@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4400


2010/2011 SCJ Counselor

Phyllis Buchanan
Counselor

Email: buchananp@centinela.k12.ca.us
Phone: 310-263-4421
2010/2011 SCJ Supporting Administrator
 Karma Nicolis
Associate Principal, Hawthorne High School
Email: nicolisk@centinela.k12.ca.us

Phone: 310-263-4407
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